THE THIRD  REPUBLIC

etc.), and a non-political military organization, the A.S. (Secret Army,
also called the Organization of Army Resistance). 'The men of the
Resistance all want an uprising against the foreign Power and order;
almost all, a revolution against Vichy's power and order; a lesser number,
revolution against the power and order of the Third Republic; an even
smaller number, revolution against the easting socio-economic power
and order/1 Several French traditions were here mingled, but they were
temporarily united by a common object. Some fought like the knight-
hood of every age; others, like Jacobins to save and re-establish the
Republic; still others, like the insurgents of the June Days, to establish
a socialist democracy; all were in agreement before every tiling else to free
the soil of the fatherland. The Allies had parachuted weapons to the F.F.I.
(French Forces of the Interior) and the F.T.P. (Franc-Tireurs and Parti-
sans), the latter being communists; in May 1943 all these movements had
been unified, and a Council of National Resistance had been set up, first
under the chairmanship of 'Max' (Jean Moulin), then, after he had been
executed by the Germans, of Georges Bidault. A general delegate
(Parodi) represented the Algiers Committee of National Liberation in this
council.

The Germans* approaching departure was to raise in Paris the grave
question of the transmission of power, for a capital cannot remain without
a Government, and the 'French State* had faded away after a few days of
idle negotiation. Under advice from Washington, Marshal Petoin and
Laval had sought to hand power back to Parliament, but this procedure
was at once displeasing to the Germans, to the Resistance and to the
Algiers Government. It came to nothing, and Marshal Pe*tain, against his
will, was dragged off to Germany. What was to succeed him? The
Third or the Fourth Republic? The Resistance's extreme Left, by starting
an uprising in Paris as early as August ipth, attempted to tip the scales
in favour of revolution. A truce made with the German General, Dietrich
von Choltitz, was disavowed by the Parisian Committee of Liberation
and broken on the twenty-first. Meanwhile, radio messages had been
sent, announcing that the capital was liberating itself and requesting
Allied troops to come as soon as they could to the movement's support, to
prevent the still possible destruction of Paris. General Eisenhower wanted
the first division entering Paris to be a French division and had the
Second Armoured Division (Leclerc's) moved into the vanguard. On
Thursday, the twenty-fourth, the first French tanks arrived, and on the
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